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Community Action Model

Ban on Look-Alike Toy Guns

Advocates were worried that the
realistic toy guns being sold at
local stores could be mistaken for
real guns.

Advocates surveyed grocery stores, 
toy stores & variety stores to determine
what kinds of toy guns were being sold.
They researched if local laws already
existed that forbid the sale of realistic
toy guns.

Advocates found that 50% of the stores sold
no toy guns.  The stores that sold the most
toy guns were large chain stores.  They
found that there were local laws forbidding
the sale of realistic toy guns…and most
retailers didn’t know about these laws.

Advocates held a press conference,
they publicized those stores that
don’t sell toy guns, put up posters
about the dangers of toy gun look
alikes and wrote letters asking
stores to comply with the law. They
planned to work with officials to
strengthen enforcement and write
a model policy to add penalties for
stores that sell look-alike guns. 

Advocates continue to 
monitor stores that sell 
toy guns. 

An Action is:
• achievable
• long-term, or sustainable
• compels another entity to do

some thing to change the 
environment (place people 
live) for the well being of all

An Activity is:
• An educational intervention 

that leads up to and supports 
the action.

Duration of Project: 6 months Funding: $1,500


